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ᵔLegislation: Work-Based Learning

ᵔOklahomaôs Work-Based Learning Continuum

ᵔWhat is Work-Based Learning?

ᵔTypes of Work-Based Learning & Resources 

ᵔVoice from the field: Traci Mikulecky 

(Boys & Girls Clubs of Oklahoma County)



3

ᵔ Oklahomaôs Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan outlines 

the 8-year strategic goal of 100% of grade 6-12 students 

developing a meaningful Individual Career Academic Plan 

(ICAP). 

ᵔ ICAP equips students with the awareness, preparation, and 

action to create individualized, meaningful exploration of 

college- and career-readiness opportunities.

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
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Senate Bill 1171

Creates the Work-Based Learning 

Program and gives authority over 

it to the Governorôs Council on 

Workforce and Economic 

Development. 

Legislation: Work-Based Learning

House Bill 2535

The Oklahoma State Department of 

Education offers two post-secondary 

opportunities for high school Juniors 

and Seniors to earn credit towards 

graduation by participating in 

internships. 

https://www.okedge.com/about/legislation/
https://www.okedge.com/about/legislation/
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What is Work-Based Learning?

Work-based learning (WBL) expands academic and technical 

learning and accelerates advancement along career pathways. 

WBL develops readiness for work as well and skills that support 

entry or advancement in a particular career field. 

(Source: Employer Guide To Work-Based Learning)

https://oklahomaworks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/WBL-Employer-Guide-Final-3-5-19.pdf
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What is Work Based Learning? - 2

OCAS Course Code and Course Title

Internship 
Courses 
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Types of Work-Based Learning

Apprenticeships

ᵔ An apprenticeship is a 

highly formal job training 

experience that involves 

studying with a master of 

the trade or experienced 

mentor on the job.

Registered Apprenticeships

ᵔ Registered Apprenticeship is 
an employer-driven, ñearn 
while you learnò model that 
combines on-the-job training 
with related technical 
instruction, resulting in an 
industry recognized national 
certification upon 
completion.
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Types of Work-Based Learning - 2

Job-Shadowing

ᵔ Allows students to explore a 

specific career of interest by 

observing an experienced 

employee performing their 

typical work duties in a real-

work environment. 
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Types of Work-Based Learning - 3

Mentorships

ᵔ Allows students to explore a 

specific career of interest by 

developing a mentor-mentee 

(role model) with an 

experienced person in a 

company for guidance and to 

improve employability skills. 
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Types of Work-Based Learning - 4

Internships

ᵔ Internship is a position for a student 

or trainee to work in an organization 

for a limited duration, sometimes 

without pay, to gain work experience, 

and potentially satisfy requirements 

for a credential, and/or course credit if 

enrolled in an academic institution. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGnCRIxRe3Y
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Types of Work-Based Learning - 5

Impact on Employers

ᵔ Employers can use work-based learning opportunities like 

apprenticeships and internships to attract new talent, fill 

vacancies in areas where skill gaps have made hiring difficult, 

and build a specialized talent pipeline to sustain future 

workforce needs (Employer Guide To Work-Based Learning).

https://oklahomaworks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/WBL-Employer-Guide-Final-3-5-19.pdf
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Resources 

PREVIEW Business and Education Partnership Toolkit

New! Internships FAQs

New! Employer Guide to Work-Based Learning

New! ICAP Toolkit

New! OKEdge.com

New! OSDEconnect

https://www.okedge.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Business-Toolkit-2019-InternshipFAQs.pdf
https://oklahomaworks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/WBL-Employer-Guide-Final-3-5-19.pdf
http://www.okedge.com/educators/implementing-the-icap/
http://www.okedge.com/
https://osde.nextthought.com/
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Resources - 2 

What is Oklahoma Career Expo Week?

This week-long event connects students with businesses to give our future 

talent an opportunity to explore the possibilities that await them in 

Oklahoma. 

Planning Resources:

Career Expo Week Event Planning Guide

Career Expo Week Website

https://oklahomaworks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Event-Planning-Guide-Career-Exposure-Week-1.pdf
https://oklahomaworks.gov/careerexposureweek/
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Contact Information:

Chelsea Hunt, MBA

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

Executive Director of Work-Based Learning and 
Industry Engagement

405-521-3459

chelsea.hunt@sde.ok.gov

Website | 
Facebook | Twitter

| YouTube

mailto:chelsea.hunt@sde.ok.gov
http://www.okedge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OKlahoma-College-and-Career-Readiness-493290817696557/
https://twitter.com/oksde
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BX3NMEp3FIk

